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THE HERMIT

by DT Beattie

The contents o

At the clofe of the Day, when the Hamlet is ftill,

| And Mortals the fweets of forgetfulnefs prove;

When nought but the torrentis heard on the Hill,
And nought but the Ni ghtingale's Song in the Grove:
"Twas then by the Cave of a Mountain reclind,
A Hermit his nfghtly Complaint thus began}

Tho' mournful his numbers, his Soul was reﬁgn’d.

He thought as a Sage. tho he felt as a Man.

Ah: why thus abapﬂon’d 10 Darknefs and Woel
Why thus lovely Philomel flows thy fad ftrain?
For Spring fhall return and a Lover beftow,
And thy Bofom no trace of Misfortune retain:
Yet if Pity infpire thee. Oh. ceafe not the lay,
Mourn fweeteft Complainer, Man calls thee to mourn
Oh.footh him whofe Pleafures like thine pafs away

Full quickly they pafs, but they never return.

f this Book

Now gliding remote on the verge of the Sky,
The Moon half extinguifld her Crefcent difplays.
But lately I markd when Majeftic on high.

She fhone.and the Planets were loft in her blaze:
Rol‘l on, thou fair Orb‘.:and with gladnefs purfue.
The Path that conducts thee to Splendor again:

But Man's faded Glory mno change fhall renew,

Ah Yool. to exult in a Glory fo vain.

"Tis Nigh{. and the Landfcape is lovely no more,
I Mourn,but :ye Woodlands I Mourn not for you.
For Morn is approaching your Charms to reftore.
Pex;fum'd with frefh fragrance,and glittring withdew,
Not yet for the ravage of Winter I mourn,
1} Kind Nature the embryo Bloffom fhall fave:

»But when Thall Spring vifit the mouldering Urn?

Oh. when fhall it dawn on the Night of the Grave!

A Continuation being the contents of the fecond Book

*Twas thus,by the glare of falfe fcience betrayld,
That lead, to bewilder; and dazzles to blind;'

My thoughts wont to roam,from fhade onwardto fhade
Deftruction before me, and forrow behind .

(o) Pity gréat Father of light, then I cry'd,

Thy creag;re who fain would not wander from thee!

Lo. humbled in duft. I relinquifh my pride:

And darknefs and doubt are now ﬂying away,

No longer I roam in conjecture forlorn,

So breaks on the gaveller, faint, and aftray,
The bright and th‘e' balmy effulgence of morn.
See truth,love,and mercy, intriumph defcénding,
And nature all glowing in Eden's firft bloom!

On the cold cheek of death finiles and rofes are
blendlng ’

From doubt and from darknefs thou only canf{t free o’

And beauty immortal awakes from the tomb ,
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